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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE 
YEAR  ENDED  31st  DEC., 

1943. 


Beeley  Bros.,  Lancaster. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN 
AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  be,e^  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1943.  In 
accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  the  subject 
matter  is  greatly  curtailed, 

The  year  has  been  remarkably  free  from  outbreaks  of  infectious 
disease  and  this  no  doubt  contributes  to  the  low  death  rate  and  the 
lowest  infantile  mortality  rate  on  record.  The  birth  rate  is  the 
highest  since  1921.  Statistics  of  this  nature  do  not,  of  course,  give  a 
complete  picture  of  the  state  of  the  health  of  a  community.  It  is 
unfortunate  that  other  pre-occupations  preclude  a  complete  investiga¬ 
tion  into  the  factors  which  operate  at  present.  It  would  be 
interesting  to  know  whether  the  satisfactory  nature  of  these  vital 
statistics  is  associated  with  some  new  factor  introduced  during  the 
war,  or  whether  the  figures  would  have  been  even  more  satisfactory 
had  there  been  no  war. 

In  the  absence  of  this  information,  I  feel  that  caution  should 
be  observed  in  giving  credit  to  any  particular  factor.  I  must  content 
myself  with  slating  that,  on  the  information  available,  the  health  of 
the  City  during  1943  has  been  satisfactory. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks 
to  you  and  to  the  members  of  your  committee  for  your  help  during 
the  year  ;  and  also  to  the  members  of  the  staff  for  the  part  they  have 
played. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  • 
Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  HUGHES. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


23«d  Jnne,  1944, 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 
Male 
Female 


BIRTH  RATE . 17*49 

•••  395 

•••  336 


STILL  BIRTHS. 

Male  ...  ...  ...  10 

Female  ...  ...  10 


DEATH  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 
Male  ...  ...  ...  17 

Female  ...  ...  15 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE  (pei  1,000  live  births) 


44 


DEATHS.  DEATH  RATE 

Male  ...  ...  ...  267 

Female  ...  ...  276 


MATERNAL  DFATHS. 

(1)  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Other  maternal  causes  ...  Nil. 


DEATHS  FROM— 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  i 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  6 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1943. 


Male.  Female.  Total. 


All  Causes 

267 

276 

543 

I. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  Fevers 

0 

0 

0 

2. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

I 

0 

I 

3- 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

4- 

Whooping  Cough 

I 

0 

I 

5- 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

4 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

7 

10 

17 

7- 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

I 

3 

4 

8. 

Syphilitic  diseases 

0 

0 

0 

9. 

Influenza 

8 

9 

17 

lO. 

Measles 

I 

I 

2 

II. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polio-encephalitis. 

0 

0 

0 

12. 

Acute  infectious  Encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

13- 

Cancer  of  Buc :  cav  :  &  oesoph  :  (M)  uterus  (F) 

4 

3 

7 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

7 

10 

17 

^5- 

Cancer  of  breast 

0 

6 

6 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

22 

12 

34 

17- 

Diabetes 

3 

3 

6 

18. 

Intra  cranial  vasular  lesions 

22 

35 

57 

19. 

Heart  Disease 

69 

79 

148 

20 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

17 

18 

35 

21. 

Bronchitis 

19 

1 1 

30 

22. 

Pneumonia 

1 1 

9 

20 

23- 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

2 

3 

5 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodeftum 

5 

2 

7 

25- 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

4 

2 

6 

26. 

Appendicitis 

I 

2 

3 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

4 

8 

12 

28. 

Nephritis 

9 

17 

26 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post-abort:  sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes 

0 

0 

0 

31- 

Premature  birth 

2 

4 

6 

32. 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury, 
infant  dis : 

8 

2 

10 

33- 

Suicide 

4 

0 

4 

34- 

Road  traffic  accidents 

2 

0 

2 

35- 

Other  violent  causes 

10 

2 

12 

36- 

All  other  causes 

21 

23 

44 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  beginning  of  the  year  saw  the  subsidence  of  the  epidemic  of 
measles  which  had  been  prevalent  at  the  end  of  1942. 

During  the  Autumn  of  1943  there  was  an  outbreak  of  influenza, 
and  a  number  of  deaths  due  to  pneumonia. 

By  far  the  larger  part  of  these  occurred  in  elderly  people. 
Details  are  given  in  the  table  on  page  6,  and  it  will  be  seen  that 
there  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  notified,  especially 
in  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  measles,  and  whooping  cough. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOCS  DISEASES. 

The  following  Table  gives  a  list  of  the  cases  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis), 
during  the  year  : — 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  table  shows  the  position  with  regard  to  new  cases 
and  mortality  during  1943. 

The  main  feature  is  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified,  but  in  order  to  obtain  a  perspective 
of  the  position,  the  following  figures  are  of  interest  : — 


CASES  NOTIFIED.  jl  DEATHS. 


Respiratory. 

Other  Forms. 

I - 

Respiratory. 

Other  Forms. 

1915 

1 16 

18 

1 

56 

16 

1918 

94 

35 

!  51 

16 

1922 

64 

30 

45 

13 

1927 

70 

22 

!  36 

5 

1932 

63 

21 

i  27 

10 

1937 

40 

19 

22 

5 

1938 

33 

24 

33 

4 

1939 

36 

12 

15 

2 

1940 

45 

18 

1  "7 

6 

1941 

48 

10 

i  25 

3 

1942 

35 

II 

!  20 

5 

1943 

43 

10 

I  19 

2 

Age 

Periods 


1-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-2  S 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

65  and  over 


CASES  N 

OTIFIED. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

I 

4 

5 

3 
7 

4 


26 


3 

7 

3 

2 

I 


17 


43 


I 

I 

I 

I 


5 


1 

2 

I 


10 


DEATHS. 


Pulm 

onary 

Males 

Females 

I 

I 

— 

I 

— 

I 

I 

I 

— 

'  3 

2 

I 

3 

3 

— 

I 

8 

II 

19 

Non-Pulmonary 


Males 


O 


Females 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


The  following  table  shows  the  position  in  regard  to  the  number 
of  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria  : — 


Persons  inoculated  each  year  from  1934-1943. 


Age  in 
years  on 
31st  Dec. 
of  the  cor¬ 
responding 
year 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

* 

1943 

0- 

I- 

I 

8 

5 

8 

6 

8 

^5 

10 

151 

0  00 

16 

371 

Total  inocu¬ 
lated  aged 

2- 

3 

9 

6 

3 

8 

7 

7 

172 

145 

137 

under  5  years 

3- 

2 

2 

4 

— 

3 

3 

4 

198 

1^5 

100 

on  31/12/43, 

4- 

4 

4 

2 

2 

7 

2 

7 

239 

133 

94 

1,584- 

5- 

I 

2 

7 

2 

4 

4 

3 

370 

370 

162 

100 

6- 

I 

2 

2 

2 

3 

4 

2 

87 

.67 

7- 

— 

I 

I 

3 

— 

5 

2 

408 

80 

55 

Total  inocu¬ 
lated  aged 
5-14  years 
on  31/12/43, 

4,838- 

8- 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

3 

2 

380 

55 

47 

I  1 
c^  0 

I 

I 

3 

- - 

I 

2 

I 

2 

2 

375 

397 

46 

53 

40 

39 

II- 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

327 

61 

25 

12- 

13- 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

314 

299 

75 

no 

15 

15 

14- 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

53 

92 

6 

15  and 
over 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21 

107 

Total  inocu¬ 
lated  aged  15 
years  &  over 
on  31/12/43, 
599- 

4'otal 
each  year 

30 

30 

32 

21 

33 

39 

46 

0 

00 

1579 

1127 

Grand  Total 

i934-43» 

7,021. 

(In  calculating  the  totals  at  the  end  of  1943  no  account  is  taken 
of  deaths  which  may  have  occurred  since  immunisation). 


SCABIES. 

I  have  to  report  a  continued  high  incidence  of  scabies.  I'he 
cleansing  arrangements  have  been  fully  utilised  during  the  year. 
Patients  are  sent  either  by  their  own  doctors  or  are  detected  in  the 
course  of  school  medical  inspections,  child  welfare  or  ante-natal 


...8... 
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clinics.  Examination  and  treatment  of  contacts  is  carried  out  as  a 
routine.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a  number  of  patients  appear  to 
come  on  their  own  initiative  to  request  treatment. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  these  numbers  may  not  reveal  any 
absolute  increase  in  the  incidence  of  scabies  in  the  City.  The  better 
the  facilities  for  treatment  the  greater  the  point  in  ascertainment  of 
cases  and  the  follow  up  of  contacts. 

Legal  action  was  taken  under  the  Scabies  Order,  1941,  in  one 
case,  in  order  to  enforce  attendance  for  medical  examination  and 
subsequent  treatment. 

Details  of  cases  treated  are  as  follows  : — 


Thurnham  House. 

Number  of  families — 295. 

Adults 

M.  F. 

Individual  cases  ...  3  30 

Number  of  treatments ...  3  40 

Children 

5—14  0—5 

354  81 

650  147 

Total 

...  468 

840 

Hare  Runs. 

Number  of  families — 280. 

Individual  cases 

62  143 

190 

67 

462 

Number  of  treatments  ... 

113  257 

360 

120 

850 

Summary. 

Number  of  families — 575. 

Individual  cases 

65  173 

544 

148 

...  930 

Number  of  treatments  .. 

I 16  297 

1010 

267 

1690 

PATHOLOGICAL  WORK. 
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The  number  of  specimens  (excluding  milk)  examined  is  as  follows 


F  aeces 
Blood 

Throat  Swabs 
Others 


33 

4 

161 


4 
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IVIATERIMITV  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS. 

0-12  months 

1-5 

years 

First 

Re- 

First 

Re- 

Attendances  Attendances 

Attendances 

Attendances 

Thurnham  House...  328 

4627 

100 

1516 

Ryelands  House  . . .  203 

2731 

60 

810 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. 

First  attendances 

Re-attendances 

Total 

Thurnham  House  ... 

230 

438 ' 

668 

Ryelands  House 

141 

313 

454 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS. 

Live  Births 

«  •  •  •  •  » 

725 

Still  Births 

... 

19 

Total  ... 

744 

Place  of  confinement — Lancaster  residents  : — 


Royal  Lancaster  Infirmary 

. . . 

220 

Westhaven  Nursing  Home 

•  »  • 

44 

Public  Assistance  Institution 

«  »  . 

19 

Private  Nursing  Homes  outside  Lancaster 

18 

Own  Home 

«  .  • 

443 

Of  713  births  investigated  : — 

Delivered  by  a  Doctor 

•  •  • 

210 

Midwife 

.  .  « 

493 

B.B.A . 

% 

10 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

During  the  year  there  were  32  infant 

deaths. 

This  gives 

an 

infant  mortality  rate  of  44,  which  is  the  lowest  ever 

recorded  for 

the 

City.  Of  these,  15  died  in  the  first  month 

of  life, 

and  9  of  the 

15 

died  in  the  first  week  of  life. 

An  analysis  of  the  15  cases  shows  the  following  :  — 
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Born  at  home  *  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Died  at  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Born  in  hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Died  in  hospital  .. .  ...  ...  ...  12 

Mother  received  ante -natal  care  — 

(a)  Royal  Lancaster  Infirmary  Clinic  4 

(b)  Municipal  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  i 

(c)  Own  Doctor  ...  ...  ...  6 

No  ante-natal  care  ...  ...  ...  3 

The  above  record  includes  one  set  of  twins. 

An  analysis  of  the  32  infant  deaths  shows  that  the  principal 


causes  of  death  fall  under  the  following  main  headings  :  — 


Infections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Prematurity  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Marasmus ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Congenital  Malformation  ...  ...  5 

Birth  injury  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Others  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


It  is  interesting  to  note  that  eight  of  these  children  were  reported 
as  having  been  born  prematurely. 

WORK  OF  HEALl'H  VISITORS. 

Routine  Visits  to  : 


Expectant  mothers 

1st  Visit. 

...  285 

Re-Visits. 

684 

Total. 

969 

Children  under  i  year 

•••  713 

3902  ^ 

4615 

Children  1-5  years 

— 

5754 

5754 

Special  Visits  ... 

— 

— 

261 

CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

Nine  children  were  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1943.  Sixty-five 
visits  were  paid  during  the  year. 

ADOPTION  OF  CHILDREN  (REGULATION)  ACT,  1939. 

Number  of  persons  who  gave  notice  under  section  8  (3) 

during  the  year  .. .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  number  of  children  “adopted”  under  the  section 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  2 
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HOME  HELP  SCHEME.  * 


Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  suitable  women,  this  scheme 
does  not  operate  regularly.  One  part-time  Home  Help  was  engaged 
for  eight  conhnements. 


DAY  NURSERIES. 

The  two  day  nurseries  continued  to  be  well  used,  and  plans  were 
prepared  for  the  addition  of  40  beds  to  the  Ryelands  Nursery  and  for 
the  erection  of  a  new  nursery  on  Greaves  Park. 

The  average  daily  attendance  increased  steadily  as  the  year 
advanced^  The  average  attendances  (excluding  Saturday  and  Sunday) 
for  the  whole  year  were  as  follows  :  — 

0-2  years.  2-5  years. 

Willow  Lane...  ...  12  26 

Ryelands  ...  ...  10  32 


WORIi  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  AT  END  OF  1943. 

Privy  Middens — No.  of  middens,  4  ;  No.  of  closets  attached  to 
these  middens,  4.  No.  of  pail  closets,  16.  No.  of  dry  ashpits  (inclu¬ 
ding  middens),  90.  No.  of  moveable  ashbins,  12,624.  No.  of  houses 
on  water  carriage  system,  12,944.  No.  of  fresh  water  closets,  16,908. 
No.  of  waste  water  closets,  16. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  DURING  1943. 

No.  of  premises  visited,  3,327.  Defects  or  nuisances— No.  dis¬ 
covered,  462  ;  No.  abated,  452.  No.  of  notices  served — Informal,  253  ; 
Statutory,  115.  Legal  proceedings,  nil. 

SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

Particulars  of  any  action  taken  under  the  provisions  of — 

(а)  Shops  Act,  1934,  relating  to  ventilation  and  temperature 

of  shops  and  to  sanitary  conveniences  —  247  visits  were 
made  during  the  year. 

(б)  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  relating  to  conditions  in  offices, 

i.e.,  ventilation,  sanitary  conveniences,  etc.  —  No  action 
taken. 
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ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 


Sixteen  houses  were  disinfested  with  insecticide  ;  6  lots  of 

bedding  disinfested  with  steam  ;  3  houses  disinfested  with  HCN  ;  and 
37  vans  of  furniture  disinfested  with  HCN. 

TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS,  Etc. 

Action  taken — One  informal  notice  requiring  the  removal  of  two 
vans  was  served  and  complied  with. 

OVERCROWDING. 

Without  a  survey  similar  to  that  made  during  1935-36  it  would 
be  impossible  to  state  with  any  measure  of  accuracy  the  degree  of 
overcrovv^ding  existing  at  the  present  time,  but  it  might  be  confidently 
stated  that  the  position  is  worse  than  that  of  the  survey  period. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

A  survey  of  all  dairy  farms  within  the  City  was  made  during  the 
year,  and  m  nine  cases  informal  letters  were  sent  requiring  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  structure  and  in  methods  of  production  generally. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Condition,  speaking  generally,  is  fair. 

Number  of  Dairy  Farms,  21.  Approximate  number  of  cows  in 
the  district,  650. 

Cowkeepers. — Number  of  cowkeepers  (including  dairy  farms),  21. 

Number  of  inspections  during  the  year,  44. 

Number  of  dairymen  or  purveyors  (other  than  cowkeepers),  63. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 


The  work  of  meat  inspection  has  been  carried  out  by  a  local 
Veterinary  Surgeon  since  the  illness  and  retirement  of  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector  early  in  the  year. 


Number  of  animals  slaughtered 
Cattle 
Calves  ... 

Sheep 

Pigs  . 


3,888 

4,793 

30,914 

1,478 
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Amount  of  meat  condemned  : — 
For  tuberculosis  : 


Tons.  Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs, 

Cattle 

23  9  - 

3 

27 

Calves 

0  0 

I 

7 

Sheep 

0  0 

0 

0 

Pigs . 

I  I 

I 

24 

24  II 

2 

20 

For  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  :  - 

Cattle 

18  12 

I 

8 

Calves 

0  II 

3 

19 

Sheep 

2  I 

0 

4 

Pigs... 

0  14 

3 

5 

22  0 

0 

8 

Other  Foodstuffs  : — 

Tinned  goods  condemned  ... 

3  ^ 

0 

9 

Others 

12  4 

0 

23 

BACTERIOLOGIAL  EXAMINATION 

Samples  taken. 

OF  MILK. 

Number 

satisfactory.  n 

Number 
lot  satisfactory. 

Non-designated  milk  ... 

71 

36 

Tuberculin  tested 

4 

- — 

Pasteurised 

21 

I 

Tuberculosis  (biological  tests) ; — 

Non-designated  milk  ... 

73 

2 

Tuberculin  tested 

4 

— 

Pasteurised 

2 

— 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

The  following  samples  were  taken  during  the  year 

: — • 

Genuine. 

Below 

legal  standard. 

Milk,.. 

76 

45 
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Other  samples : — 

Pancake  mixture  .. 

Genuine. 

3 

Not  genuine 

Soyolk  Flour 

I 

— 

Baking  Powder 

I 

— 

Cake  Flour... 

I 

— 

Self  Raising  Flour 

I 

— 

Vinegar 

2 

— 

Beans  m  Gravy 

I 

— 

Mustard 

I 

— 

Scone  Flour 

I 

— 

Condensed  Milk  ... 

I 

— 

Pepper 

I 

2 

Fish  Roll  ... 

I 

— 

Grape  Fruit  Cordial 

I 

— 

Lemon  Cordial 

I 

— 

Total 

...  93 

47 

The  presence  of  added  water  was  reported  in  fifteen  samples, 
formal  and  informal.  Thirteen  of  these  samples  referred  to  two 
sources  of  milk  suppl}'.  Proceedings  were  taken  in  both  cases  and 
convictions  recorded. 

The  remainder  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  revealed  poor 
quality  milk  which  failed  to  comply  with  the  legal  minima,  but  no 
deliberate  adulteration  or  abstraction  was  suspected.  Cases  in  which 
the  milk  was  produced  within  the  City  were  referred  to  the  veterinary 
surgeon  ;  others  were  reported  to  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

The  unsatisfactory  pepper  was  withdrawn  from  sale  at  our 
request. 


PORT  HEALTH. 


There  is  nothing  of  importance  to  report  during  the  year. 
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